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During this pandemic, which doesn’t seem to want to end, many 
congregations have learned how to do livestreaming so that their 
congregants could watch their services from home. This has helped 
people feel connected to their churches and I applaud those who have 
done it. However, one of the comments consistently made by people 
who have enjoyed the livestreaming is ‘it is just not the same as being in 
person.’ While it is definitely a good short-term solution to keep 
people safe from the virus, it is not the real thing. For those who are 
able, there is something valuable about physically going to Church. 

 
As we heard in our Gospel this weekend, the Holy Family of 

Mary, Joseph, and Jesus, would travel a few days’ journey to physically 
go to the Temple in Jerusalem each year. They didn’t make this journey 
as isolated individuals or go to the Temple to do a few private prayers. 
As we heard, they travelled to the Temple with many relatives and 
acquaintances, so many that they lost Jesus on the way home! Going to 
the Temple was a community event. They went and prayed as a people. 

 
It is possible to pray anywhere and to pray alone. Jesus did ask us 

to go to our inner rooms, close the door, and pray to our Father in 
secret. But this cannot be a replacement for praying with a community. 
Worshiping as part of a community is God’s will. As Vatican II teaches, 
God saves us more as a people than as individuals. This is quite 
different than what we are used to in the Protestant world when we 
are constantly asked, ‘have you been saved? Have you accepted Jesus 



Christ as your personal Lord and savior?’ In Lumen Gentium, the 
Catholic bishops wrote, “God does not make men and women holy and 
save them merely as individuals, without bond or link between one 
another. Rather has it pleased God to bring them together as one 
people, a people which acknowledges God in truth and serves God in 
holiness. God therefore chose the race of Israel as a people unto 
Godself. With them, God set up a covenant.” (9) We are to be 
community minded people. 
 

Admittedly, worshipping as a community has its difficulties. Some 
people have different beliefs, perspectives, and styles than others. That 
is why St. Paul in our Second Reading gives us excellent advice. He says, 
put on “heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another…and 
above all put on love.” All of these characteristics are valuable for a 
community and do not allow for one person to dominate or control 
the group or the worship. They help foster good relationships, equal 
status, and genuine respect among us. 

 
Physically going to Church reminds us that we worship as a community 

of faith. Outside of covid times, how much do I value physically going to 
Church to worship with other people? People not of my own choosing? 
People of another ethnicity? Can I leave the comfort of my surrounding 
at home to encounter a group larger than myself and my family? Am I 
willing to work through difficulties with others in the community? 

 
As we continue with this mass, let us pray that we may be active 

members of this community so that when our family and friends ask us 
where we have been on the weekends, we may respond like Jesus, “did 
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 


